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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Marc Estrin is a writer, cellist, 
and activist living in Vermont.  
His new hardcover THE 
G O O D D O C T O R 
GUILLOTIN is his ninth 
published book and his first 
work of non-comedic fiction.   

Estrin’s most complex, playful, and 
ambitious novel construct to date

A mesmerizingly illustrated book – 
Illustrations by acclaimed 

painter/sculptor Delia Robinson:
  http://delia-robinson.com/splash.html 
(Bill Clinton owns one of her ceramic 

whistle sculptures.)

An outrageous, animalistic political reality 
in the tradition of the great European 

Human Comedies and a laughably 
vaudevillian American farce

A level of purely American irony 
to match McSweeney’s 

A book as visually powerful as it is 
narratively playful

A memoirish hoax that (almost) 
admits that it’s bogus

A most unlikely life.

“Marc Estrin” discovers that 
another writer’s novel — The Nose 
— not only has spawned a bizarre 
cult among the nation’s youth, but 
is based on the extraordinary life of 
a real person—an outcast named 
Alexei Pigov.  

“Estrin” searches Alexei out and 
asks him to provide annotations to 
The Nose. 

Alexei says that—although the 
events of the novel might, for the 
most part, be real—the purported 
reasons for them are all damnable 
lies.

On the left-hand page of The 
Annotated Nose we read The Nose 
itself, and take in its beautifully 
unsettling illustrations.

On the right-hand page we follow 
Alexei’s complaints – always 
surprising and often far-reaching.

The layers in Estrin’s remarkable 
comic book are as multiple, eclectic, 
and outrageous as the sequence of 
masks Alexei wears to hide his face 
from the world over the caroming 
trajectory of his most unlikely life.

The Annotated Nose is at once Marc 
Estrin’s most playful and his most 
ambitious work to date. 
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“[He’s an] esoteric genius.”

— Readerville.com
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