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"A timely meditation on exile and illness, love 
and guilt, beautifully written…I look eagerly 

forward to whatever he writes next."
—Scott Phillips, The Ice Harvest

"Cinematic in its scope and tone…It's a 
beautifully written and eligiac book…certain to 

haunt its readers long after they've closed the 
covers on its breathtaking final pages."

—Pauls Toutonghi, Red Weather

In July 1995, war photographer Gray 
Banick disappeared in the dark woods 
near Srebrenica. Now, five years later, the 
three people with whom he was closest 
gather in Sarajevo to find out what 
actually happened to him. They are an 
odd party, these three: an enigmatic and 
beautiful young Chinese-American 
woman named Lian Zhao, who wanted to 
marry Gray years before but who lacked 
the courage to break with family 
expectation and tradition; an older, 
grizzled, emotionally shell shocked 
colleague, Jack MacKenzie, who became 
Gray’s mentor; and Gray’s interpreter, 
Emil Todorović, who guided him through 
the worst of days. Until that last one. 

In this deeply moving and haunting tale, 
newcomer Jason Quinn Malott traces the 
power of love to survive war and to cross 
continents, both romantic love as well  as 
the love of true friends. And he 
powerfully describes the emotional toll on 
war photographers who capture the 
images that accompany our news. Indeed, 
there are scenes in this novel I will never 
forget, scenes that become Gray’s last 
photos. 

Malott’s is a remarkable debut, not only 
for the fine arc of his story and the quality 
of his prose but also for the maturity and 
insight this young writer from Kansas 
brings to a subject of still global 
significance. Malott is the kind of writer 
whose work deserves serious attention.  

The Evolution of Shadows is about the 
failure of love to protect us.

It is also about the power of love to save 
us.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Jason Quinn Malott has been an 

independent bookseller as well as 
the publisher of the literary journal:
"The Project for a New Mythology 

(www.pfanm.com)." 
THE EVOLUTION OF SHADOWS 

is his first novel. His website is 
jquinnmalott.com. 

Need some ideas for a “themed” 
endcap?  Looking for collateral to support 

your table display?  
Visit our valuable Resources section at 
unbridledbooks.com for downloadable 

posters, shelf talkers, reading group guides 
and more!  

While you’re there...sign up for our monthly 
e-newsletter, and 

stay on top of your unbridled world....
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The powerful arrival of a 
new literary voice.

A war novel with no 
political agenda where 

Bosnia is a character in itself. 

The author has his own 
literary website: 

Project for a New Mythology 
(pfanm.com)

There is something here like 
A Farewell to Arms in a 
world of more modern 

conflict.
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