With the French Revolution as
backdrop, THE GOOD DOCTOR
GUILLOTIN follows five characters
to a common destination: the
scaffold of the first guillotining.

MEET:

Dr. Guillotin. A physician and
member of the National Assembly,
Dr. Guillotin is involved in many
important events of the day,
including the Tennis Court Oath.

Nicolas Pelletier. The first victim —
or “patient” as they were often
called, given the new beheading
machine was seen as a humanitarian
medical intervention.

Father Pierre. A man torn between
his religious commitment, and an
equally strong commitment to the
revolution of the poor, Father Pierre
accompanies Pelletier in his last
days.

Sanson. The most famous
executioner of Paris, Sanson would,
some nine months later, execute the
king and retire from remorse.

Tobias Schmidt. A German piano
maker working in Paris, and the
builder of the first guillotin, Tobias
Schmidt was fully aware of the
Terror that would ensue with the
machine’s  inception. Yet he
willingly took “on the role of
initiator. The revolution, after all,
had reduced the sale of pianos.
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KEY SELLING POINTS

In light of recent politics
(which are visible here) state
torture and execution is a
timely subject.

This book is an enlivened
history of one long moment
in the French Revolution.

The  eighteenth  century
narrative is divided into
several sections, each
introduced by an essay in the
author’s voice.

With this serious book,
Estrin’s body of work is
undeniably substantial.
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